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Senate hopefuls tackle blame game

BY CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — Who's to blame
for Washington gridlock?

Candidates in the battle for
control of the Senate agree: It’s
the other guy, the other guy’s
party and — especially — the
other guy’s party leaders.

But the finger-pointing is get-
ting dicey, and not just for in-
cumbents who have to defend the
ways of Washington.

McConnell

| 3
Grimes

Newcomers are trying to cam-
paign as outsiders without alien-
ating, or being linked to, party
leaders who may be helping them

try to win an office on Capitol Hill.

So there’s much rhetorical
dancing and dubious spin as Re-
publicans try to gain the six seats
required to win the Senate ma-
jority and Democrats try to hang
onto control.

Should the GOP succeed, their
majority leader would be 30-year
Senate veteran Mitch McConnell
of Kentucky.

Central to fixing the partisan
sniping and inaction, he says
while campaigning, is “to put a

Kentuckian in charge of the Sen-
ate” to stand in the way of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s agenda.

McConnell says his Demo-
cratic opponent, Alison Lunder-
gan Grimes, is just a rubber
stamp for Obama and the Sen-
ate’s Democratic leader, Harry
Reid of Nevada.

Thus, the “real candidate of
change in this race,” McConnell
reasons, “isme.”

Grimes, of course, scoffs at that
claim. But she and other first-

time Senate candidates are doing
some fancy maneuvering, too.
Grimes and Georgia’s Michelle
Nunn bemoan congressional in-
action but don’t call out members
of their own party, some of whom
have been important fundraisers.
Nunn will receive a big financial
boost this week from national De-
mocrats, with first lady Michelle
Obama and former President Bill
Clinton holding separate
fundraisers for her in Atlanta.

SEE SENATE, PAGEA10

Get your
money's
worth from
city hall

ast week when Hopkinsville

City Council had its first

meeting in the new municipal
center, I was surprised there
weren’t more people in the audi-
ence. Not counting the four news
reporters and a few police offi-
cers in the back of the council
chambers, there were fewer than
15 people in the audience, and it
appeared each one of them had a
specific reason to be present.

Several hours before the meet-
ing, I had called my husband to
tell him I'd be home a little late
because, I said, “I’'m just enough
of anerd thatI
want to see the
first city council
meeting in the
new building.”

“Sure,” he said,
acknowledging
my motivation
and personality - !
in a single word. .IenmferP

I know govern-
ment meetings Brown
generally are not
the most entertaining happen-
ings in town. I've groused my
way through plenty of these ses-
sions — city council, fiscal court
and school board meetings —
and I've seen countless times
how good governance is down-
right boring. But Tuesday night,
I really thought more people
would have been curious enough
about the interior look of the
building to drive downtown and
attend the meeting.

I’ve heard several people say
they believe the building’s exte-
rior lacks presence and that it
seems a bit underwhelming com-
pared to the older and taller
buildings around it. 'm not sure
I agree. It does, at least, have
more aesthetic appeal than the
1960s utilitarian Lackey Munici-
pal Building that served as city
hall for four decades and will
now be renovated as the next
city police headquarters.

But it’s the interior of the new
municipal building that few peo-
ple have seen. It definitely has
that spiffy “new-car” appeal. The
room where the council meets is
carpeted and has tall windows

SEE BUILDING, PAGEA10
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A dancer (top) makes his way around
the arena during an intertribal dance,
which the audience was invited to
join.Native American Dancers com-
pete (left) in the men's traditional
dance contest Saturday during the
Trail of Tears Pow Wow at Trail of Tears
Commemorative Park. The annual
event is now in its 27th year. Originally
organized by the Trail of Tears Com-
mission, the powwow was started to
memorialize the forced removal of the
Native Americans in the late 1830s. To-
day the event serves as more of a cul-
tural and social gathering where peo-
ple come together to dance, drum and
honor their Native American history.

KAT RUSSELL | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

More(overage

For more photos from the
27th annual PowWow, see
Page B4, or visit
www.kentuckynewera.com.

Muller graduated from
Western Kentucky University
last year with a degree in sec-
ondary education and social
studies along with a French
minor. She wants to teach his-
tory and work with refugee
populations in the future.

“My love is to always work
with the disadvantaged
groups,’she said.

Is there someone you know who deserves
attention? We'd like to know. Contact us at
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School safety

District hosts forums on
discipline, student issues.
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Ghost supper

Dining with the Dearly
Departed set in Cadiz.
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Native American dancers perform a fancy shawl dance Saturday during the 27th annual Trail of Tears Pow Wow at the Trail of Tears Commemorative Park. The weekend-long event featured food, vendors selling Native Ameri-
can goods, music and dance competitions for men, women and children. Organized by the Trail of Tears commission, the powwow started as a way to memorialize the forced removal of Native Americans in the 1830s. Since
then, it has grown into an educational and social gathering where people from across the Pennyrile region to dance, drum and honor their Native American history.

A man performs a traditional
Native American dance (left)
during anintertribal contest. In
traditional dance men wear
older style garb that uses eagle
feathers and bustles with bone
breast plates on their leather
outfits. Dancers (above) line up
around the outer edge of the
Trail of Tears Commemorative
Park arena at the finish of the
evening’s grand entrance. Dur-
ing the grand entrance, all of
the dancers paraded into the
arena. They were joined by the
military veterans in the crowd
and any“war-mothers” in at-
tendance. Two little girls sit on
hay bales(right) lining the out-
eredge of the arena and watch
while contestants compete in
intertribal dances.
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Accompanied by drumming music, dancers make their way into the arena during Satur-
day’s evening grand entrance. There were three grand entrances throughout the week- S RSB T AT : ) o :
end — one to mark the start of the powwow, the second to start off the evening dances A little boy watches as dancers pass by during an intertribal dance session. During the intertribals, people from the audience were
and a third to kick off Sunday’s festivities. welcome to join in the festivities. Children were especially excited to get out into the arena and dance with the dancers.
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